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HAWKES, William 
 

Driver, 235834 
5th Reserve Battery, Royal Field Artillery  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday 19th November 1917 
Died in Cambridge from illness 
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 32 years 
 
William Hawkes Ives was born in Haverhill in 1885, the second son of William 
Hawkes Ives and Eliza, nee Beavis. It is not known when or why they dropped the 
name Ives in favour of Hawkes. 
 
Wiliam’s parents were married at St Mary’s Church Haverhill on 30th August 1879. 
His father was employed as a silk weaver and his mother as a shirt machinist.  There 
were a total of 14 children in the family, but two died at an early age. 
 
The family lived first at Turner’s Yard, just off the High Street, then for many years at 
31 Duddery Road, Haverhill.  By 1911 had moved to 11 Waveney Terrace, Haverhill. 
 

William’s employment at 16 years of age 
was as an oil carter.  On 2nd February 
1903, at the age of 18 years, William 
enlisted in the army, joining the Suffolk 
Regiment at Bury St Edmunds, as Private 
No 6381 William Hawkes. (photo left) He 
was described as being 5’ 3” tall, weighing 
112 lbs with blue eyes & brown hair.  His 
trade by then was recorded as a hair 
weaver.  He served until 10 March 1905, 
having completed his short service, and 
was transferred to the Army Reserve. 
 
In 1911 he was a boarder at 154 
Marylebone Road, London, along with 
other single men, all of whom were 
employed in the drapery trade.  William’s 
employment was as a drapers’ assistant 
(mantles). 
 
With the outbreak of war William was 
recalled to serve with his regiment on 5th 
August 1914 leaving for France on 21st 
August. After a period of training he joined 
his unit, the 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
on 6th September.   

 
He had several spells in hospital, the first in November 1914, followed by a second in 
February the following year when he was suffering with bronchitis. On 22nd April he 
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was admitted to No 8 Field Ambulance at La Clyte with oedema in his legs. He 
remained in France until 12th July 1915, when he was granted three days leave to 
England.  He returned to France on 16th July 1915 but at Hoograf on 26th August, 
1915 he was passed from No 8 to No 7 Field Ambulance with a septic hand. Passed 
on to the Casualty Clearing Station at Mont des Chats three days later, he eventually 
returned to his unit on 7th September.  
 
It seems that in December he was transferred to the Royal Field Artillery with the 
rank of Driver, 235834, before being sent home for discharge in February 1916. His 
records note:  “Septic left hand.  Not fit for duty and not to blame (No court of Inquiry 
held)”.  He was discharged from the army on 22nd February 1916. 
 
William then worked as a warehouseman 
but was admitted to Cambridge Hospital 
where he died on 19th November 1917 aged 
32 years.   
 
He was buried at Haverhill Cemetery on 24th 
November 1917.  He is also remembered on 
the Old Independent Church memorial. 
 
William was awarded the 1914 Star, British 
War Medal and Victory Medal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


